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The Polish Community In Metro Chicago...

PAA commissioned a report, entitled “ The Polish
Community in Metro Chicago: a community profile of strengths
and needs,” based on Census 2000 data. The report, generously
funded by the Illinois Department of Human Services, was
released in the Fall of 2004 to government, business and civic
leaderswith the intention of helping planners and policy makers
inthe public and private sectorsto reach and provide servicesto
the Polish community.

The report was also shared with leaders in the Polish-
American community in an effort to provide them with key
information to carry out efforts on behalf of the constituencies
they serve. PAA and its Board of Directorswill usethe findings
in this report to evaluate program offerings and continue to
advocate on behalf of those who need us most.

Bridging The Digital Divide

Krystynawaswithout
work, and nearly every job she
applied for required some ba-
sic computer skills. At 50, she
thought it wastoo lateto learn
how to use a computer. Then
she heard on Polish-language
radio that Polish American
Association (PAA) was offer-
ing free, basic computer lit-
eracy courses. Although she
wasapprehensive, shedecided
togiveit atry.

Some key finding of the report:

*  TheChicago metro areaishometo nearly onethird of
Polish immigrantsin the U.S.

* The Polish foreign-born population in the Chicago
areaisnearly 139,000, whichapproachesthehistorical
high of 165,000 reached in 1930.

* Nearly haf of the Polish immigrants living in the
Chicago areaarrived after 1990, a66 percent increase
from the previous 10 years.

* Nearly 182,000 personsinthemetro areaspeak Polish
at home, makingitapopulationlarger than Aurora, the
second-largest city in Illinois.

Get the full report on our website at www.polish.org under
Polish Community.

Government Budget Cuts

Jeopardize Vital Services...

Polish American Association and
hundreds of organizations that serve the
poor areexpressinggreatconcernabout Presi-
dent Bush’s 2006 budget plan.

The proposed budgetaimstodra-
matically cut programsthatare desperately
important to the most vulnerable members
of our communities. Should these cuts be
approved by Congress, they would severely
affect some of the services PAA provides to
hard-working and low-income adults and
their families. These include ESL education,
vocational training, employment, youthand
domesticviolenceservices.

Krystyna's story is very typi-
cal. Since PAA began offering Basic
Computer Literacy CoursesinJuly 2004,
more than 200 people have enrolled and
more than 100 are on waiting lists.

The courses, funded by agrant
from the Illinois Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunities as a part of the
Bridging Digital DivideProgram, aimto
help underprivileged and underserved
communitiesparticipateinthenew com-
puter age. In fact, the average student is

a woman between the age of 40 to 64,
who has alow to modest income.
Theemphasisof PAA’ scourses
ison helping students familiarize them-
selves with a basic knowledge of
MSWord, e-mail and the internet. The
classesare conductedin Polish, sothose
with limited English skills can partici-
pate. Small class sizes, convenient
scheduling in six- or 12-week cycleson
weekdays and weekends, help many
take advantage of the opportunity.

“l am so impressed with the
students | teach. They are determined
to learn as much as they can because
they know they will have better oppor-
tunitiesat work, beableto participatein
what their children are doing, and for
thosewho areolder, not feel soisolated.
They do not | et their age, English profi-
ciency and economic situation become
a barrier,” said instructor Dominika
Golojuch.




From The Chairman...

The coming of spring marks a time of renewal and
hope. Many of us look at the season as a time for change and
new opportunities.

As we eagerly anticipate the opportunities that lie
ahead in PAA’s work of helping to restore hope in the lives of
those who are most vulnerable, I am pleased to welcome two new
members, who were elected to the Board of Directors of the
Polish American Association.

Dr. Krystyna Kiel is a radiation oncologist at North-
western Memorial Hospital and professor of radiology at
Northwestern University, Feinberg School of Medicine in
Chicago. She is the daughter of Polish immigrants. Dr. Kiel
volunteers her time by serving on various boards and commit-
tees including the board of the American Cancer Society.

Chester Lizak is a partner at DiMonte and Lizak,
and concentrates in the trial and appeal of civil and criminal
matters. He is a member of the Chicago Society, the Advocate
Society and former director of the Copernicus Foundation
Board, and a member of several professional organizations.

We welcome them both, and look forward to their
energy and ideas in accomplishing the important mission and
work of the Polish American Association.

PAA’ s staff, board and volunteers always strive for
excellence and quality in serving our clients. A testament of
their dedication is the thousands of lives that are changed for
the better each year. In recent months their work received
additional recognition. PAA is honored and grateful to have
been selected for the following awards:

. PAA was among seven organizations to receive SBC
Ilinois’ Beyond the Call Community Award in recognition for
outstanding local community commitment and service pro-
grams. PAA was honored for making a difference and improv-
ing the quality of life in northwest Chicago and surrounding
communities. Local leaders, once elected officials assisted SBC
Ilinois in selecting recipients for these.

. The Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County
honored PAA, and four other organizations as part of its
“Above and Beyond” domestic violence awareness program that
honors organizations that provide assistance to those in need of
safety and support.

. The Illinois Community College Board (ICCB)
awarded PAA the highest performance grant for an Illinois
community-based organization. The performance grants are
based on student progress and attendance at English-As-A-
Second Language (ESL) classes.

We at Polish American Association wish all of our
clients, donors, and volunteers the renewal, optimism and hope
that comes with spring.

Mitchell J. Wiet
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2005 Chairman’s Brunch

PAA was pleased to host world-renowned Polish scul ptor
Magdalena Abakanowicz at the 2005 Chairman’s Brunch. Polish
American Associationa sohonored Ernest R. Wishand LaSalleBank
at the event with Solidarity Award for their lifetime giving to the
organization. Solidarity Awards recipients are individuals and
organizations that contribute to PAA at the Solidarity Circle level,
whichincludesthosewho havemadegiftsinexcessof $50,000during
their lifetime. The Brunch was generously underwritten by PAA
supporter CamilleEinoder.

(Pictured left to right) PAA Board Vice Chair Dr. Izabela Roman, Camille
Einoder, Prof. Magdalena Abakanowicz, PAA Executive Director Karen
Popowski, and PAA Board Chairman Mitchell Wiet.

2004 Presidential Award
Winners Honored

The Polish American Association honored Dr. Mark Sobor
and AnnaZolkowski Sobor atitsAnnual Gala on Saturday, November
13, 2004. This dy-
namic husband and
wife team was rec-
ognizedwithPAA’s
2004 Presidential
Awardfortheir com-
mitment and out-
standinginvestment
of time and re-
sources in the work
of Polish American
Association among
themany other chari-
table causes they
support in Chicago
and its Polish-
American commu-
nity. Dr.Mark Sobor
isalsobeinghonored
with a 2005 Jefferson Award for his community service.




New PAA Website...

PAA is proud to have been
only the second nonprofit organization
in the Chicagoland area to launch its
own website in 1996. Our bilingual
website has enabled us to reach hun-
dredsof thousandsof peopleall overthe
U.S. and around the world.

Financial constraints, and the
technology used in the years when the
sitewascreated madeit very difficultto
keep the site current and use its full
potential for strengthening communica
tionswith our donorsand clients.

We are pleased to announce

ekt e s R e A P
e ew b Faiami b w e Ha

INn2004 a one, peoplefrommore
than 50 countries visited our site, most
were from the U.S., Poland, Germany
and Canada. Many peoplefind our site
asthey search the web for information
about Pol es, Polish Americans, and ser-
vices and issues such adoption immi-
gration, U.S. citizenship, and substance
abuse.

that our new websiteisup and running,
and features more current and compre-
hensive content, improved navigation
and amore interactive approach. PAA
is grateful to the Chicago Society for
providing someof thefundstohelpwith
theredesign of our website. Pleasevisit
us soon at www.polish.org, and come
back often, as we hope to continually
update and add to our content.

We mourn

the loss of our wonderful
Polish Pope John Paul 11
and celebrate

his life of service.

1920 - 2005

“Man isgreat not because of what he has,
not because of who he is, but because of
what he shares with others.”

Pope John Paul 11

Donate your used car or boat to
Polish American Association.

Call 773-282-8206 ext.315 for details.

A special thank you to Frank
Zabielski, who was the first indi-
vidual to donate a car, a 2002 Kia, to
Polish American Association.

Immigrant Teens Making a Difference...

Teenswho are part of PAA’s Benjamin B. Green-
Field Teen Development Program discuss many complex
and personal issuesduring their weekly meetingsand activi-
ties. The program, since its inception in 1995, focuses on
hel pingimmigrant youth adjust tolifeintheir new homeland,
by enhancing self-esteem, strengthening social and leader-
ship skills, aswell as substance abuse prevention and living
ahealthy lifestyle.

Dating violencewasatopicthat kept resurfacing for
many monthsafter two high-profilemurdersof womeninthe
Polishcommunity by their boyfriends. Theteenstalkedwith
concernabout friendswhowereinvol vedinrelationshipsthat
showed danger signs. They wanted to find away to create
more awareness about dating violence among their peers.

Working together with PAA staff, they found a
solution. The teens decided to create a brief five-minute
video about teen dating violence: the startling facts, the
warning signsand how tol et other teensrecognizewhenthey
areinan unhealthy relationship. Oncetheideawasborn, the
teens worked with staff to write grant applications, which
resulted in funding for the video from the Y outh Innovation
Fund.

Now they are busy making their vision become a
reality, researchingfactsand preparing ascript for thevideo.
They hope to have afinished product in June that they can
distribute though PAA’ swebsite, at local high schools, and
to their peers.
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Than k YOU ...to those who made PAA’s 2004 Gala and the 2005 Chairman’s Brunch a success, and those who made generous
donations to the Miracle Fund, especially: Alexian Brothers Hospital Network, The Hon. ThomasR. Allen, AMR Management & Consulting
Corporation, Archer Gold Jewelry, Arlington M etalsCor p, Artifex, Associatesfor Oral & M axillofacial Surgery, AvenueFood Mart, TheHon.
MariaBerrios, Jane& Edward B. Bleka, Sheri & Dan L. Boho, Rev. Michael Boland, Susan Bowey, Kathryn Burke, Catholic Charities, Chest
M edicine Consultants, Chicago Journeymen Plumbers' L. U. 130, Chicago Society of P.N.A., ThomasChomicz, Barbara& Wieslaw Ciepiela,
John C.Cina& Dov Taylor, Conservation of Sculpture& ObjectsStudio, Consulate Gener al of Poland, Barbara& Roman Cooper, Cukier ski
& Kowal, L.L.C.,Karina& Benjamin W. DeHayes, TheHon. JamesA. Del_eo, DiMonte & Lizak, Camille Einoder, Enkode, Inc., Michael J.
Faron, Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, Gordon and Pikar ski, Dolores Grantz, Edmund J. Gronkiewicz, Mary & Dave Hayes, Head & Neck
Cosmetic Surgery Associates, Christopher R. Hill, Hinshaw & Culbertson, Home Depot, | ntegra Communications|nc., Natasha & Michael
I saacs, Susan & Stanley Jozefiak, JP M organ Chase, Kasia'sDeli, Inc., Nancy Kaszak, K enard M anagement Cor p., Dr. KrystynaKiel, Vivian
& Paul A. Kolpak, Christopher Kurczaba, Elaine & Walter Kurczewski, Dr. Henry & Michelle Kurzydlowski, L abe Bank, L aSalle Bank,
L egion of Y oung Polish Women, Geraldine& Harold Lichterman, Noreen & Chester Lizak, Christine& JeromeL ong, LOT Polish Airlines,
L oyola Academy Polish Culture Club, ThaddeusJ. Makarewicz, Grazyna & Marek Maneykowski, Marlborough Gallery, Anna & Edward
Mazur,Dr.AleksandraMazurek, TheresaM azur ek, M BB Enter prisesof Chicago, Elizabeth Z. M cElr oy, Bozena& John McL ees, McM aster -
Carr Supply Co.,Mr.& Mrs. ThomasM cNabola, William Buddy M eyers, L TD.,Conrad Miczko, LucynaMigala& Frank Cizon,MRI Lincoln
ImagingCenter,Barbara& Robert Musialowicz, Dian & Ronald Nawr ocki, National L ouisUniver sity, L eoP. Niemiec, Northwest M etr opolitan
Urology Associates, Barbara & Kenneth Olendzki, Maria & Chester Omiotek, Orland Park Cyclery, LLC, Our Lady Of Resurrection,
William A. Panek & Associates, L TD.,Most Reverend ThomasPaprocki, Sandra& Robert J. Paszczak, Mr.& Mrs.Cindy & FrancisPear man,
Peoples Energy, Cynthia A. Piech, Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, Polish Women'’s Alliance of America, Polish Women’s Civic
Club, Inc, Karen Popowski, Rev. Henry Pozdol, Prefered Open MRI, Quantum Foods, Inc., John R. Raitt, R. A. Zweig, R. C. Cail Spring,
Resurrection Health Care, Dr. Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, Dr. | zabela J. Roman, Realty StarsLtd., Kinga Rzyski, St. Joseph Church, Grace &
Ben Sapia, Ronald D. Sarbieski, SBC |llinois, Edward G. Shenoo, Rev. Edmund J. Siedlecki, Arnold G. Siegel, Barbara & Stanley Siembida,
|zabela & Henry Smogolski, Jerry Smulik, Dr. Mark & Anna Sobor, Jola& Mark Sokolowski, Bogna& Walter Solak, SomaM edical Clinic,
Jeanne M. Sowa & Craig Mitchell, Florence Stach, Anna & Miroslaw Stanielun, Steinmetz High School, The Hon. Ray Suarez, Dr. Michal
Szczupak, Ted Szywala, Monika & Krzysztof Toczycki, Anthony J. Tworkoski, Joanne & Michael Uffner, Agata & Wes Urbanowicz, Bette
& Zbigniew Uzar owicz, Valuemark | nvestment Services, Inc.,Joan & Donald V. Versen, Sr.,Loretta& Stanley J. Wielgos, Frances& Mitchell
Wiet, Dr. Richard & JameeWiet, BryannaWilczynski, Ernest R. Wish, BarbaraWitkiewicz, Drs. Robert & BarbaraWojda, Dr. EvaWyrwa
Miller, Kathleen Wytmar, Dr. Andrew & Claudia Zalski, Anthony Zaskowski, Diane & Raymond Zmaczynski, Helena Zolkowski, Bozena
& ArieZweigand Andrew Zych...to all those who generously donated their time, services, and auctionitemsfor our Annual Gala: Alan K rashesky,
Jewel-Osco, Oak Mill Bakery, Liliana Augustynski, Ashley Boho, Kristienne Hanah, Karolina Suszynska, Archer Gold Jewelry, Bank One
Commercial Banking, Chef Michael Baruch, Sheri & Dan Boho, Chicago Ar chitecture Foundation, Chicago Botanic Garden, Chicago Cubs,
ChicagoWhiteSox, ChicagoWolves, Cité, TheCrystal Cave, Cut & Dye Salon, Foremost Liquors, Sharon Graham, VictoriaGranacki, Great
Steaks Stor e, Houston Har vest Gift Products, Kane County Cougar sBaseball Club, KasiasDeli, TeddieK ossof, Lawrys ThePrimeRib, LOT
Polish Airlines, Grazyna M aneykowski, W. Buddy Meyers, Old Town School of Folk Music, Barbara & Ken Olendzki, Most Rev. Thomas
Paprocki, Pasta DArte, Robert Paszczak, Preferred Stock, Andrzej Raczynski, Dr. Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, Dr. | zabela Roman, Sabatinos,
Inc., SaralL eeCor poration, TheSecond City, TheSecond City e.t.c.,John G. Shedd Aquarium, AnnaZolkowski-Sobor, Bogna& Walter Solak,
Dawn & Larry Szumski, Truefitt & Hill, Urban Oasis, W.E. ONeil Construction Co., Fran & Mitch Wiet, Ernest Wish, XOX Salon & Day
Spa, Bozena & Arie Zweig...to al those who generously donated their time and services, and to help make the Chairman’s Brunch a success:
Prof. M agdalenaAbakanowicz, M ar cin Januszkiewicz, YolandaL orente, MarIborough Gallery, KrystynaTeller, Franand Mitch Wiet...tothe
staff of Polish Radio WNVR 1030, Oak Mill Bakery and Archer Gold for making the Paczki Day for the Poor fundraiser such a success...to al
those who hel ped make the Holidays more special for PAA’sclients: the parishionersof St. Constanceand St. Richards Chur ches, the Chicago
Society of the P.N.A., Jewel-Osco, Oak Mill Bakery, and Peoples Energy...to Ted Makarewicz for his pro bono work ...to the foundations and
corporationsthat provide support for our programs: Alphawood Foundation, Cir cle of Service Foundation, Inc., The Elizabeth M orseCharitable
Trust, FannieM ae, Benjamin B. Green-Field Foundation, I llinoisM aternal & Child Health Coalition, Kraft EmployeeFund, MikvaChallenge
Grant Foundation, Inc., TheA.Montgomery Ward Foundation, Polk Bros. Foundation, Sovereign Military Order of M alta, Tar get Stores, Karol
Uryga-Nawar owski Fdn., and United Way of Chicago. . . andto al otherswho have givento PAA intime, money or prayers, Dziekujemy bardzo!




