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This may be your last issue of LINK. Budget cuts are forcing us
to scale back our mailing list to supporters and interested readers.

If you are not a current donor, please use the response mechanism
on the enclosed envelope to simply let us know you enjoy reading
the LINK. Thank Y ou.
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ﬂ/ﬂ”\/k V.. Chef Michael Baruch, Oak Mill Bakery, and Mar cin Januszkiewicz for their generous donations to the
Brunch...Bozena&"ArieZweigand Bogna& Walter Solak for generously hosting eventsat their homesto benefit PAA ... toall thosewho
supported PAA’s 2003 Chairman’ s Brunch, The Musical Interlude hosted by the Zweigs and The Vienna Café & Benefit Concert hosted by
the Solaks, andthosewho madegenerousdonationstotheMiracleFund, especially A.D. M edical, L td., Ar chdioceseof Chicago, Archer Gold
Jewelry, Bank One, Edwar d Bleka, KazimieraBober, Bost Cor poration, Dr. EwaBuch, GrazynaBuda, ChicagoJour neymen Plumber s
L.U.130,U.A.,ChicagoSociety, P.N.A.,Casimer Chlebek, St. ConstanceChur ch, Michael Far on, FiveHoly M artyr sChurch,Magda& Mar ek
Gawrysz, Edmund Gronkiewicz, | ntegraCommunicationslnc., Natasza& Mikel saacs, Dr. Jerry Jakimiec, Sue& Stanley Jozefiak,Kasia's
Déli,Inc.,Dr.LouisK eith,Jer zy Kenar, Judy & Roger Kovack, Krzysztof Koziol, Drs. Krystyna& Bogdan Kroczek, Christopher Kur czaba,
Michele& Dr.HenryKurzydlowski, L aSalleBank, L awnwar eProductsl nc., L egion of Young
PolishWomen, Gerry & Harold L ichterman, Bishop JeromeL istecki, Krystyna& Bogdan
Lodyga, Thaddeus Makarewicz, Beata & Slawek Maneykowski, Grazyna & Marek
Maneykowski,Marion,Inc.,Andrzef Markow, Ted & BarbaraMartin,Anna& EdwardMazur,
GregMikolajczyk, LucynaMilkowski, L eoNiemiec, Northwest M etr opolitan Ur ology Asso-
ciates, S.C., Oak Mill Bakery, Barbara Bury Olendzki, Bishop Thomas Paprocki, Polish
Roman CatholicUnion of America, Polish Women’ sAllianceof America, Polish Women’s
CivicClub, Inc.,K aren Popowski, L eon Popowski, ProgressiveDriving Schools Kasha& Mario
Puharich, Quantum Foods, Inc.,R.A.Zweig, Dr.JadwigaRoguska-K yts, Dr .| zabelaRoman,
Dan Rostenkowski, Stanley Rybacki, Sara L ee Cor por ation, Joanna Sawicka, SBC, Rev.
Edmund Siedlecki, Barbara& Stanley Siembida, Sister sof theResurrection,Anna& Dr.Mark
Sobar, Bogna& Walter Solak, FlorenceSowa, JeanneSowa& CraigMitchell, Drs. Aleksandra
& Mark Stobnicki, Ted Szywala, Bar baraTruszkowski, Dr. Grzegor z T ur owski, Zdzislaw
Tyszler, U.S. Financial Ltd., Donald Versen, Sr., Frances & Mitchell J. Wiet, Bryanna
Wilczynski, Er nest Wish, Wish Residential M anagement, Bar baraWitkiewicz, Dr. Wieslaw
Wojnarski,Ron & KrystynaWolosewicz, L eslaw Wozniak, K athleen Wytmar, Dr. Witold
Zajewski...Oak Mill Bakery, Bart Pituch, Kasia’ sDeli, and Stawski Distributingfor their
generosity to the Vienna Café. . . to all those who helped make PAA’s Y outh Art Show such a
success, especially Ewa& Christopher Kamyszew & 1112 Gallery, Marial assak & Szalas
Restaurant, Frank Bobak & Bobak’sRestaur ant, Sandy Anderson, Andrew L orsck & The
Great FrameUp, EwaBoryczko, M agdalenaBednar ek, | daliaBlaszczyk, EwelinaDobiesz,
Juliusz Dobiesz, M onika Gutkowska, Andrzej Helegda, Krystyna Hryszko, Przemyslaw
Jurczyk,MariaKrzeptowska, Jakub L uczkiewicz, | zabelaM azur ,M onikaM isior owska, Zofia
Misiorowska, K elly Pelka, JoannaRegucka, Kathy Ross, L idiaRozmus, Kacper Skowron,
ElzbietaSobon-Raszyk, Milosz Sowa, K ar olinaSuszynska-Wolak, RenataVVaughn, and Piotr Wolodkiewicz. ..tothefoundationsthat provide
support for our programs: Benjamin B. Green-Field Foundation, First DataWester n Union Foundation, TheFoundation for Health
Enhancement, K raft EmployeeFund, Inc., Polk Bros. Foundation, PrinceCharitableTrusts...toDaniel & BrendaJar kefortheir kindness
...and to all those not mentioned here, but who have given to PAA in time, money or prayers, Dziekujemy bardzo!
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Please save the date: Saturday,
November 8, 2003 for PAA’s
Annual Gala & Benefit Auction
at the Chicago Marriott O’Hare.
Therecipientof PAA’s Presidential
Award, who is being honored at
thisyear'sevent, isKazimieraBober,
president of Kasia’s Deli, Inc. For
early reservations, please call 773/
282-8206 ext.308. We look
forward to enjoying the evening
with you!

Collaloritions— (wo Wa? Strects Paved With &W

A Polish-spesking victim of domestic
violenceistakento ashdter by thepalice. Sheis
scared, doneand, worgt of dl, can’t communicate
because none of the shelter staff speaks her lan-
guage. An ederly woman suddenly learns her
hushand may have Alzhemer's disease. She is
referredtotakehimtoaspecidist, but shedoesn't
spesk English well, has no other family, and the
doctor doesn't pesk Polish.

This is where the collaborative
relationshipsthat PAA hascultivatedwithavariety
of other professional organizationsin Chicago
hel pusservethosewhowemay havenever known
needed our help, and those who need more help
than PAA adone has the meansto provide.

Even with unlimited resources, no
organization can specidize in everything. That's
why human services organizationswork together
to provide the best service for ther dlients by
sharing their experience and resources. Together
the organi zations can bridge gapsin service, help
fix fragmented systems, and be more effectivein
hel pingthosewho needthem. Theserelationships
areparticularlyimportantfororganizationsworking
with dientswhofacelanguageandcultura barriers
that other agencies are not prepared to handle.

PAA isfortunate to have collaborative
relationships with organizations such as the

Codlition for Limited English Spesking Elderly
(CLESE). TogetherwithCLESE, PAA and other
ethnicagenciesintheChicagoareaareworkingon
an Alzheimer's Disease project to increase
gopropriate assessment, diagnosis and trestment
of Alzhemer's disease among limited English
spesking elderly; provide necessary home and

community-basedservices, andsupportcaregivers.
Through this network, PAA may be cdled onto
trandate at doctor's appointments and help
Alzheimer's sufferers and their families find
gppropriate care and support.

There are no women's shelters in
ChicagowithPolish-speakingworkers. However,
working with the Illinois Department of Human
Services Ethnicity and Domestic Violence

Committee, PAA and other ethnic agencieshave
helped create awvareness among city shdltersand
other organizations about cultura and other
differences that make immigrant women more
vulnerable. Thesesheltersalso call our staff to
hel p withthe casemanagement and counsdling of
Polish-gpeskingvictims.

Through our cooperation with the 1L
Coaalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
(ICIRR), an alliance of more than 100
organizationsadvocatingonbehal f of immigrants
and refugeesthroughout Illinois, PAA’svoice
can be heard louder in advocating for our
community. Led by the ICIRR, PAA and other
ethnicorganizationshel pedurgestatel egidatorsto
maintain funding for interpretation and outreach
servicestothemost needy andvulnerablemembers
of immigrantcommunities. Together, wewereable
tohdpdl our communities.

The examples of wonderful
organizationswithwhich PAA collaboratesare
numerous, but the resson remains the same.
Through collaboration Polish American
Association is able to offer a broader range of
sarvicestoitsdients, andinturnother agenciesare
better prepared to assist Polish-spesking clients.
Together we provide “resources for changing
lives”

WOW @W% Trecit The Whole Person

PAA’s range of services gives us many opportunities to
collaborateinternally, aswell. This*onestop” resourceiswhat many
people need for their changing lives. Hereisonefamily’sstory.

Annawasso excited when shegot thelong-distancecall from
her husband in Chicago. He had work authorization, a job, an
apartment... shewould now fly out tojoin him and start anew lifein
America. What didit matter if shedidn’tknow Englishyet? Shewould
learn, asJanusz waslearning. Onemonthlater Annaarrivedat O’ Hare.
The basement apartment was small, and poorly furnished, but one
needsto start somewhere. Withinashort time, the American economy
worsened, and Janusz was laid off. Heand Annahad tried to save a
little, but it wasn’t even enoughto cover onemonth’ sexpenses. Anna

startedworking at thecorner market part time, but Janusz couldn’t find
another job. Then, they learned she was pregnant.

Desperate, Anna confided in one of her co-workers. The
woman said she had heard good things about Polish American
Association. Janusz and Anna agreed that they needed to find some
way tosurviveand makesurethat thebaby washealthy. Still, they were
very nervous when they showed up for their appointment. They had
never known anyonewho had to ask for help likethis. Would people
look down on them?

Annaand Janusz|eft PAA withanappointment at afreeclinic
that would monitor her pregnancy, and an application for temporary
health insurance for herself and her baby. Further, the counselor had

continued on page 2




As the new chairman of the Polish American
Association’s Board of Directors, |1 would like to take this
opportunity to introduce myself and thank Stanley Jozefiak,
PAA’s chairman for the past three years, for the outstanding
job he has done.

Under Stan’s leadership, PAA has doubled the size
of the Board andsignificantly increased the level of participation
by its directors; a new South Side facility was opened; the
organization has created a strategic plan to help meet the
changing needs of the diverse Polish immigrant population;
and most importantly, PAA has continued to provide high
quality services to the seemingly endless number of people who
show up on its doorsteps seeking help every day.

On behalf of the entire board and staff, we are very
grateful for Stan Jozefiak's effective leadership and commitment,
and look forward to working with Stan as he continues his
service on the Board.

Having served on PAA’s board since June 1999, and
before that from 1987 to 1990, | am looking forward to my
new responsibilities as chairman and continuing our work of
helping PAA remain a critical resource for the many people
who need its services. One of my main goals as chairman is
to follow through on the objectives established in our strategic
planning process two years ago. We have postponed many of
the plans we made when times were better to deal with current
economic realities. However, we want to be sure that we don’t
stop looking forward. Therefore, the board is having a retreat
on September 27 to develop a list of strategic priorities to shape
our future direction as we continue to progress.

This financial year will be even tougher than the last
due to continued government and corporate budget cuts. Our
immediate goal is to continue to offer quality services to our
clients, who need them even more now than they have in years
past. In order to do this, we will need to maximize our
fundraising efforts. With your continued support, we can
weather these difficult times without cutting services to those
who have no other place to turn. | am heartened that a number
of board members are already leading the way by pledging
$25,000 as a challenge grant to be met by other board
members for a total of $50,000 to jump-start the fundraising
process.

I look forward to the many opportunities to work
together to inspire hope and strength in the hearts of those
dealing with obstacles and hardship, and to help prepare them
with the resources they need to lead productive, healthy lives
in their new homeland.

Pitcticlt / Wit

The Link is a publication of the
Polish American Association.

Editor: Joanna Augustynski

Design: Barbara Sobecka

Privifed Vacition

PAA’s increasingly popular summer day-camp, Malowane
Wakacje or Painted Vacation, was once again a thrill for its more
than 50 participants, 11 teen assistants, and PAA’s youth program
staff. For six weeks, thechildren painted, |earned songs, danced, made
new friends and much more. The program culminated with atalent
show, wherethechildrenwerethrilledto show off all they hadlearned.

The opportunity to express themselves through the arts is
invaluablefor children, especialy thosewhoareshy or limited-English
speakers. Theartshavealastingimpact onlearningtoexpressfeelings
and emotions.

PAA isespecialy grateful to Rev. Steve Pgjak, pastor of St.
Ladislaus Parish for his generasity in alowing PAA to use parish
facilities for the summer program.

Astheir parentsbeamed with pride, many of the youngsters made their stage debut at
thistalentshow. From the ease with which they performed their hard- studied songs,
dancesand poems, it quickly became apparent that the adults seemed more nervousthan
the eager young performers.

WOW 7;?%%%. .o

continued from pagel
arrangedfor themtoapply for amonth’ srental assistance, and sent themhome
with a package of food. They hadn’t wanted to take it, but sheinsisted that
they wereeligible, andthey shouldn’tlettheir pridekeepthemfromeatingright.
They alsolearnedthat they couldenroll inan evening or weekend Englishclass
for free, and Janusz madean appointment with PAA’ sempl oyment counsel ors.
They hadjob opportunitiesthat wouldwork withthelimited amount of English
hespoke. Two monthslater, hefound ajobwith similar pay and full benefits.
Their baby wasdelivered, ahealthy boy named Eugeniusz. Annaand
Janusz haverecoveredtheir equilibrium. They’ vemadenew friendsfromtheir
Englishclasses, which Annasayshasgiven her moreconfidenceintakingcare
of daily business. Whereoncethey feared contacting PAA, both of them have
told usthat finding PAA wasthebest thing that could have happened to them.
Polish American Association hasalwaysrelied on Chicago’ sPolish
community’s sense of compassion and justice, in helping their neighborsin
time of need. Nobody likesto ask for help. Thank you for making surethat,
when someone asks, helpisthere. Wehopewe can continueto count on your
kindness and generosity.

Polish American Association (PAA)
was pleased to have Chef Michael
Baruch, asixth-generation Polewho
grew up on Chicago's Northwest
Side, as its featured guest at this
year's Chairman’s Brunch. The
fundraiser, held on April 6 at
InterContinental Chicago, attracted
many prominent members of
Chicago’s Polish community and
raised funds for PAA. We wish to
thank Chef Baruchfor hisgenerosity
to PAA and for sharing his
experiencesof publishing hishighly

Board Member Michelle Kurzydlowski (left) and immediate past Board  gcclaimed new cookbook The New

Chairman Stanley J. Jozefiak (right) with Chef Michael Baruch (center)
at the Brunch.

Musical friferbude A T T
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Thank youto Bozenaand ArieZweig
for hosting awonderful receptionand
concert of the highly-acclaimed
MotionTrioat their magnificent home
to benefit the programs and work of
the Polish American Association.

Hosts Arie Zweig (second from left) and PAA
Board Member Bozena Zweig (second from
right) with the members of Motion Trio.

Polish Cuisine.
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(from left) Polish American Association(PAA) Executive Director
Karen J. Popowski with Golden Link Award recipient Deputy Consul
General Mariusz Brymora, and gracious Vienna Café hostess and PAA
Board Member Bogna Solak.

The Polish American Association
honored Deputy Consul General
Mariusz Brymora for his years of
distinguished service to Polonia
during histenureascultural attaché
and as Deputy Consul General of
Poland in Chicago. The award
presentation took place on June 29
at a Vienna Café & Concert to
benefit PAA, hosted by Bogna &
Walter Solak in the garden of their
beautiful residence in Arlington
Heights. PAA is grateful to the
Solaksfortheir continuedgenerosity
and all those who supported this
event.

et Y T . ..

. ... PAA’s newly elected Board
Officers:

Chairman - Mitchell J. Wiet, Vice
Chairman - Ernest R. Wish,
Secretary - Michelle K.
Kurzydlowski, Treasurer -
Thaddeus J. Makarewicz,
Moderator Bishop Thomas J.
Papr ocki.

... New directors who have been
recently appointed to serve on
PAA’s Board. James J. Laski
servesasthe City Clerk of Chicago
andisthehighest ranking official of
Polish decent in City of Chicago
government. Jeffrey J. Krall is
partner with Clifford Law Offices
and specializesintort litigation.

... Bishop JeromeL istecki for his
two years of dedicated service on
PAA’sBoard of Directors.

... PAA’s Director of Immigrant
ServicesGrazynaZajaczkowska.
She was awarded the I nternational
Channel Networks' 2003 Visionin
America (VIA) Award for her
outstanding community serviceand
contributions in Chicago.

. Sr. Rosalita Wojtykunas,
C.S.SF.,whoretired after 13years
as coordinator of PAA’s Certified
Nursing Assistants (CNA) &
Rehabilitation Nursing Aide
program. We thank her for her
commitment and dedicationto PAA
and our clients.

... to all those who have helped
contributetoPAA’ ssuccessover
theyears. PAA was awarded the
Silver Statue Award from the
Association of Journalists of the
Republic of Poland for its
outstanding success in serving
Polonia.

... PAA’sKidCare staff for their
ongoing success and being invited
to present at the annual KidCare
Illinois conference on Model
Outreachand Enrollment Practices.




