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Executive Director's Note

IN THIS
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Dear PAA Friends,
Spring has finally arrived and as always it has brought a sense of
new beginnings, rebirth, and hope. Here at PAA we feel it, too. We
have a lot of activities planned for the next few months including
the Polish Constitution Day Parade, an On the Table discussion on
immigrant women’s issues, the Spring Social hosted by the Junior
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last weekend in June.
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Board, and the Annual Gala; our major event of the year, held on the

we have remained strong and bold enough to continue with our
mission of providing resources to change lives. As our ESL classes
are starting to post-test and the vocational program is getting ready
for graduations, we are just about to kick off a new web
development program for youth. It will equip 20 young people with
all the tools and knowledge they need to get their first professional
website up and running in no time.
Our Social Service Department is preparing to launch a brand new
senior program offering. Starting in July, PAA will provide a
Congregate Dining Program in the Polish community for adults 60
years of age and over. In addition to a nutritious meal served by the
host restaurants, the program will also allow isolated elderly an
opportunity to socialize and take part in recreational and
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Thank you to our Members

educational activities. We estimate about 50 seniors participating in
this program on both the North and South sides next year.
Now, none of that would even be possible without the continuous

FOLLOW US

support of our funders, donors, and members who give back to the
community and take pride in doing that. We are grateful and thank
them for all they do for PAA. Please consider joining their ranks
today! One cannot make a better investment.
With appreciation,

Magdalena Dolas
Executive Director
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Board Member Insight: Michael Traison
I became involved with PAA many years ago when I began spending more
time in Chicago. In addition to having been active in the Poland America
Chamber of Commerce in Michigan as a charter member, and several
other Polonia activities in Detroit, including receiving the Polish heritage
award from Michigan Polonia more than a dozen years ago, I have been
active all my adult life in a variety of social service community
organizations similar to PAA. After being a relatively modest donor to PAA
for a few years I was approached as to whether I would like to serve on the
board and accepted with enthusiasm. My commitment has grown stronger
over the years as I have become an officer of the organization.
As I reflect on why I have become increasingly involved I note the following
main characteristics of the PAA: it has a religious mission of the highest
ethical values; it serves the community including many who are immigrants
and children of immigrants like me; it is a developing and growing
organization which can provide me an opportunity to contribute my
knowledge and skills; and it is another way to be connected to Poland
which is very important to me as a Jew. In short, PAA resonates with all
that is most central to my DNA
Michael H. Traison | Partner
Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Hammer LLP
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Upcoming Events
PA A B enef it G a la

MAY 16

JUNE 15

Catalyst Ranch
656 W Randolph St #3W, Chicago, IL

IVY Boutique Hotel
233 E Ontario, Chicago, IL

6:30 a.m.

6:00 p.m.
Member | $25
Non-member | $15

www.polish.org/ONA

The Polish American Association
and Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Chicago will co-host
ONA, a dialogue among immigrant
women as part of the Chicago
Community Trust’s 4th annual On
the Table conversation on May 16,
2017. Our goal is to inspire new
ways in which we can work
together to make our communities
stronger, more inclusive, and more
dynamic. (More info on page 8)
For more information, or to participate in the ONA
talk, please contact Arletta at 773.427.6312.
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Meet the PAA Junior Board, and
network with Polonia's young
professionals. Join the JB this
summer at their 2nd annual
Spring Social. This fun, casual
event is a great way to network
and connect. Join the JB on June
15th on the rooftop of the Ivy
Hotel overlooking beautiful
downtown Chicago for cocktails,
appetizers, and great company!

JUNE 24
J.W. Marriott Hotel
151 W Adams St, Chicago, IL
7:00 p.m.- 1 a.m.
Ticket | $250

www.polish.org/gala2017

Join the PAA Board for a night of
elegant dining and dancing. Be part
of an organization and an event that
will touch thousands of lives in the
next year by raising funds for the
Polish American community. This
year we will honor Northeastern
Illinois University for their longstanding inclusion and advancement
of the Chicagoland Polish American
community.

(More info on page 11)
For more information, or to join the JB, connect
with them on Facebook! Junior Board of the Polish
American Association.

For more information, or to become a sponsor,
please contact us at gala2017@polish.org.

at the
PAA
Tuesdays
The Career Center at 3815 N. Cicero Ave. offers Job
Readiness Workshops every Tuesday at 12:00 PM in Polish
and at 2:00 PM in English. These workshops are a first step
toward enrolling in our Job Placement Program.

Thursday and Fridays
The Resource Room at 3815 N Cicero Ave is open to all
interested on a walk-in basis and it is free of charge. Our
spring hours of operation are Thursdays and Fridays from
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM (even on furlough days!)

Furlough Fridays
Due to lack of a State budget, our organization is still on
furlough. During the Spring, our offices will be closed:
-May 5th
-May 19th
-June 2nd
-June 16th
*We will also be closed Memorial Day, May 29th

Tuesday, May 16th
The Career Center of the Polish American Association will
be hosting a free Information session on entrpreneurship:
how to start a business. The session will take place on
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 at 6:00 PM at the Copernicus Center.
For more information please call Kasia Rachwal, x414.
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PRevious Season
PAA PACZKI DAY
Every year, we celebrate the beginning of the
Lenten Season by giving back to those who need
us most. Our Paczki Day Fundraiser helps
us retain our jelly filled tradition, while also
allowing us to raise money for our various
programs and services.
Thanks to our members,students, partners and
community, we were able to raise over $13,000!
Our delicious paczki were baked by Oak Mill
Bakery. Thank you to all those who supported us
in one of the most delicious ways we know how to
help our community!
Dziekujemy!

I LOVE DYSKOTEKA
On February 11, young professionals of Polish
descent and their friends danced their hearts out
at ToTu Café in River Grove for the highly
successful “I Love Dyskoteka” event. This event
was a great way to celebrate Valentine’s Weekend,
allowing everyone to join in on the fun. It did not
matter if one was single or in a relationship. There
were plenty of exciting activities for
everyone! When members walked in, they were
asked to put on wristbands that reflected their
relationship status. A red wristband meant that
one was taken, a green wristband meant that one
was single and ready to mingle, and a yellow
wristband meant that the individual’s relationship
status was “complicated.” This little game was a
fantastic way to start the night and provided an
entertaining conversation starter for members at
the event.
Guests were able to indulge in delicious Polish
sweets, such as pączki, at the sweet table
generously funded by Oak Mill Bakery. DJ Starvin
Cat played a mix of classic and new hits, both
Polish and English. His mix led everyone to show
off their best moves on the dance floor.
Individuals of all ages danced the night away with
the 90’s throwbacks, disco polo, and Top 40 hits.
Overall, the “I Love Dyskoteka” event was a huge
success, where guests were able to get together
and celebrate a great cause while meeting many
members of the Polonia community. The Junior
Board raised $1,800 for the Polish American
Association at the event. We thank everyone who
stopped by to have a good time and help out the
Polonia community in Chicago! Please stay tuned
for more fun events in the future!
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"THE SMALLEST ACT OF
KINDNESS IS WORTH
MORE THAN THE
GRANDEST INTENTION."
-OSCAR WILDE

SPRINGFIELD
MARZENA MISTARZ

In today’s political environment it is not uncommon to feel
disenfranchised from the public institutions that are
supposed to serve us. We often feel as if our individual and
collective voices go unheard; action and change seem
impossible. Too often we cede our power to politicians far
removed from the everyday challenges we, and our clients
face. We believe we have no influence, but that is not true.
As an Organizational Development Intern at the Polish
American Association (PAA), I was given the opportunity,
along with Social Media and Event Coordinator Arletta
Gromek, to learn from State Representative Robert Martwick
about the influence each Illinois resident can exercise in
affecting State politics. Generously offering his time and
guidance for our three day stay in Springfield,
Representative Martwick introduced us to other
Representatives who come together during sessions to
advocate on behalf of their constituents. From regions urban
and rural, these Representatives strive to meet the needs of
their districts and make informed decisions about the future
7
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of Illinois governance despite the competing needs and
agendas of their constituents. Consequently, citizens have
an important role in educating and persuading their
representatives on critical, complex issues.
The State’s failure to pass a budget for almost two years
has negatively impacted the PAA’s ability to meet the
critical needs of the at-risk Polish American community. But
not meeting their basic needs comes with a cost, not only to
the clients themselves, but to the entire State.
Unfortunately, some legislative leaders fail to understand
the long-term consequences of destroying human service
programs that work as preventative measures for the most
helpless of our populations. Short term expedience worsens
the daily lives of individuals dependent on human services
and leads to increased cases of homelessness, child
abuse, domestic violence and hunger. The growing cost to
assist these populations will fall in the hands of the public,
thereby working against the interests of the State in the
(Continued)
future.

As advocates for the organization, Arletta and I were able to
shed light on the valuable services the organization provides
including education and employment as well as supportive,
social and immigration services.
When the State finally begins to address its financial problems,
we hope that the information we provided will influence
legislators’ funding decisions. Until then the PAA will continue
to seek new sources of support and new friends who
understand the impact of ignoring those at risk.

(From Left to Right) State Rep. Rob Martwick, Marzena
Mistarz, Arletta Gromek. State Rep. Marcus Evans

With the help of Representative Robert Martwick, Arletta and I gained an understanding of how to advocate for specific
legislation that benefits our communities and our organization. By learning from other grassroots groups or organizational
advocates, the future of human services within Illinois may be salvaged. Though it takes persistence and involvement to
ignite such positive change. As a society, we must move beyond the most basic of civic duties - voting - and be active and
persistent in voicing our concerns to our local and State governing bodies. Laws affecting our daily lives are passed each
and every day in the State Capitol, though minimal attention is paid to the process. Let us embrace our civic duty and stand
for the type of democracy in which each citizen may promote their opinions and concerns to those they elect. In this effort,
we are hopeful that human services and the Polish American Association will survive for another ninety-five years and
continue to aid the most vulnerable members of society that enter our doors.

Contact Tom for more information: 773-282-8206 x 342
Saturday | May 20th | Location TBD
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-and-

Saturday | June 17th | Mexican Consulate

ONA
A CONVERSATION ABOUT IMMIGRANT
WOMEN, BY IMMIGRANT WOMEN

CONCEPT
The Polish American Association and Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Chicago will co-host ONA, a
dialogue among immigrant women as part of the
Chicago Community Trust’s 4th annual On the Table
conversation on May 16, 2017. On the Table is
designed to ‘elevate civic conversation, foster new
relationships and inspire collaborative action across
the region.’ Our goal is to inspire new ways in which
we can work together to make our communities
stronger, more inclusive, and more dynamic.

VISION
As human services agencies, we value the
diversity and unique sense of community that
immigrant women share. However, these
communities can often be insular and isolated.
Our vision is to bring together women with
diverse perspectives and backgrounds to learn
from and with each other; to understand how
different, and yet, similar we are to each other.

Tuesday | May 16th | 6:30 p.m.
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RSVP Arletta 773.427.6312
www.polish.org/ONA

"Be the change you wish
to see in the world."
-Mahatma Gandhi

Become a member of the PAA.
Support our mission. Join our community. Build our future.
10
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For three years the Junior Board has been hosting
fundraiser events throughout the year to help raise
funds for social service programs at the Polish American
Association. Events have ranged from volleyball
tournaments and clothing drives to dance parties. If
you’re interested in learning more about the Junior
Board, or how you can get involved and help us
coordinate fundraiser events in the future, join us this
summer at our 2nd annual Spring Social. This fun,
casual event is a great way to get to know other
members, learn more about what we do and how you
can get involved.

junior
board
corner

This is a wonderful networking opportunity, which will introduce you to like-minded
individuals in Chicago's Polonia community. If you were ever part of a Polish club during
high school or college, you will enjoy meeting the members of our Junior Board, who were
often leaders in their respective Polish clubs in universities throughout the Chicagoland
area. We care about events concerning the Polonia community in Chicago, and we
create exciting fundraising opportunities to help the underserved in our community. Join us
and learn more about our cause on June 15, on the rooftop of the Ivy Hotel overlooking
beautiful downtown Chicago for cocktails, appetizers, and good company!
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BAL STUDENCKI
The DePaul Student Alliance will be
raising money for the PAA at their annual
Bal Studencki, May 12th. Be sure to get
your tickets through their Facebook
page!

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBPAGE!
We are proud to announce that our new
webpage is live! Thank you to our tireless
IT, Art, and Advancement departments
for all of their hard work!
www.polish.org
MEET THE FAMILY!
Meet the newest members of
our PAA family!
Barbara , Lenny (now Jasiek)
and Linda were adopted
yesterday from CACC
Adoptable Pets
They will be joining the
Supportive and Social Service
teams full time with Paulina
and Magda!
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REGISTER

REGISTRATION FOR PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES STILL OPEN!

Job Placement Program

ESL/ABE Classes

Job seekers who are Cook County residents are welcome to visit
the Career Center at the Polish American Association and enroll in job
placement assistance programs. For more information about PAA’s
employment services please call ext. 412.
Individuals interested in enrolling in the WIOA job placement
assistance program should attend the program orientation.
Orientations are held every Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM in Polish
and 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM in English. For more information please call
Magda at ext. 423 or Barbara at ext. 413.

Registration for English Second Language
(ESL) and Adult Basic Skills (ABE) is ongoing.
Please contact Mira Krolikowska ext. 409,
Kasia Koptilin ext. 405, or our Southside
location (773)767-7773 for more
information.

Citizenship Class
Our citizenship classes have already
started, however, registration is ongoing.
For more information or to enroll please
contact Janina at ext. 400.

Web Development

Introduction to Web Development for Youth 14-16
years old. Two free courses beginning on Saturday
05/06/2017 at 12:00 PM to 2:30 PM and 2:30 PM to
5:00 PM. Give your kids a chance to develop their
skills under the direction of an experienced
Marketing/ IT/ Web Development professional and
sign them up for this course. Call: 773-427-6307 or
773-481-5407.
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CNA Classes

Registration for our Certidied Nursing Assistant (CNA) courses are
still ongoing. Please contact Basia Gawronska ext. 403, or Jadwiga
Branicka ext. 401 for more information.

M E M B E R S
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR

BUSINESS AND CORPORATE
MEMBERS
We could not do the work we do without
your continued engagement,
encouragement and support!

BUSINESS MEMBER

A bank that delivers compelling banking
solutions that advance the goals of their
clients.

BUSINESS MEMBER

Veteran glass specialists with a range of
commercial & residential products plus
installation services.

CORPORATE MEMBER

A multi-service law firm recognized as a
leader in the area of tax exempt
organizations, among others.

CORPORATE MEMBER

A software development company that
helps manage IT infrastructure.
regardless of its size.

Interested in membership?

CORPORATE MEMBER

Visit us online:

A financial services firm that specializes in
investment, risk management and advisory
services.

www.polish.org/membership
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