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Dear PAA Friends,
Volunteers are at the heart of any charitable effort. There is always more help
and resources needed than any organization has. The Polish American
Association is no different. We are governed by the Board of Directors who
generously volunteer their time, talent and treasure to make sure the
organization fulfills its mission of providing resources for changing lives. We
are supported by the lively Junior Board that goes out of its way, planning funfilled events to raise additional dollars for our programs. Finally, to help
provide services, we rely yearlong on extra hands for our Food Pantry and
Clothing Closet, our citizenship workshops, and senior case management, just
to name a few.
Are YOU are looking for a volunteer opportunity? We can always use help at
our events and we already have a few lined up for summer and early fall. If
you are into having fun for a good cause, please join the Junior Board for their
Spring Social on June 14, or Copa de Polonia on July 29. If you are into
summer fests, please come help run the Money Wheel at Taste of Polonia
over the Labor Day weekend and vote for the best micro-brewery piwo at our
first-ever Piwo Fest on August 29. You will not be disappointed!
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Did you know that our ESL program ranks in the top 10 in Illinois? Consider
our school whether you are a beginner or want to advance your language
skills to the next level. We will be starting registration for our fall classes on
August 1. We offer morning, evening, and weekend classes in several
convenient locations. Our bilingual teachers have the breadth of experience to
customize the lesson plan to best meet the needs of our students. Do not put
it off; call us at 773-282-8206, or check our website at www.polish.org for
more information. We are here to help.

With appreciation,

Magdalena Dolas

Executive Director

"The Link" Team
Mina Gerall
Arletta Gromek
Izabela Kantor

"BECOME THE
CHANGE YOU
WISH TO SEE
IN THE
WORLD."
MAHATMA GHANDI

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE PAA TODAY
WWW.POLISH.ORG/MEMBERSHIP

JB's Copa de Polonia
July 29th
Montrose Beach
4400 North Lake Shore Drive
9AM-5PM
Join the JB for a Beach Bash and Soccer Tournament to raise
money for PAA's programs. Register a team to play, or come to
cheer your friends on, and enjoy tanning on the beach, zumba, yoga,
raffles, food, and live music! For more information, connect with the
JB on Facebook: Junior Board of the Polish American Association.

Piwo Fest
August 29th
Frontier Pub
1072 N Milwaukee Ave.
5 PM-9 PM
The first annual Beer Tasting Competition fundraiser will feature up to
10 craft beers competing for the title of the PAA's Best Piwo Award.
The beer with the greatest number of votes by the event participants
wins! All proceeds from the event will go toward supporting the PAA’s
social services and educational programs. We encourage you to
participate in the competition and take advantage of this opportunity to
promote your brand while supporting the charitable work of the PAA.

Taste of Polonia!
Aug 31st - Sept 3rd
Copernicus Center
5216 W Lawrence Ave.
This Labor Day weekend, come out and enjoy the annual Taste of
Polonia! This year, a portion of the profits from the Money Wheel will be
donated to the PAA to support programs for women and children. For
more information and to get tickets, check out the Taste of Polonia
Facebook event: Taste of Polonia 2018. To volunteer, contact Arletta at
773.427.6317.
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Spring
wrap up!

SPRING 2018 AT THE PAA

Polish Constitution
Day Parade!
On Saturday, May 5, the Junior Board and Staff Members of the PAA mached in the Annual
Polish Constitution Day Parade! It was an honor to represent the PAA in the parade that
marked the 100 year anniversary of Poland's Independence. Thank you to all who attended!
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On Tuesday, May 8, the PAA, along with hundreds of other Chicago organizations and
communities, participated in the Chicago Community Trust’s On the Table. This year, we
looked inside our own community by hosting a conversation with a small number of PAA staff
members. We talked about the many roles that staff must fill when working at a social service
agency and considered how to more consistently and effectively reach out into Polonia to
engage new friends and supporters.

As a result of that conversation, the Advancement and IT Departments are creating a realtime, agency-wide events calendar and information-sharing board to help us keep track of
opportunities to support our clients, and connect with our broader community.
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On Saturday, May 12, the Junior Board of the PAA hosted an event at the Sokó Riders.

ł

The night was filled with delicious drinks, tasty kie basa, and great music from DJ
Starvin Cat. All of the proceeds from this event went towards the PAA's programs that
aid immigrants in Chicago. Thank you to all who attended!
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On Thursday, June 14, the Junior Board of the PAA hosted an evening of cocktails and
networking with professionals from Polonia, while enjoying beautiful views of Chicago
from the Ivy Hotel Rooftop. All of the proceeds from the Spring Social went towards the
PAA's programs that aid immigrants in Chicago. Thank you to everyone who attended!
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PAA Volunteer spotlight:
Stanley Nowak
I started volunteering with the Polish American Association in January
of 2016, helping Seniors with their Medicare and Medicaid. I’ve been
involved in the Catholic Church for the last 15 years. I was a lector at
St. Constance, and I attended a lot of retreats. I felt I had to give back.
My parents raised me in the Polish culture, and my dad taught me
Polish history. I was proud of being Polish, and I wanted to help the
community. I have a lot of elderly folks come in to see me at the PAA,
and it’s a joy to be able to help them because they are very
appreciative. Sometimes they get a little unruly, but that adds color to
our appointments. (laughs)
The thing is that a lot of these people don’t have much social
interaction in their lives. They share their entire history with me, which
is fascinating! Sometimes it’s a distraction because I’m like, ‘ok we need
to fill out this application,’ but [listening to them] is part of being
present and giving back. They are looking for someone to be
interested and compassionate. A lot of these folks have very small
social security incomes, so we do whatever we can to help. For
example, we assist them so they don’t have to pay the Part B
Premium, or a supplemental that’s an additional $150/month. The
shame of it is that a lot of these people have kids, and the kids aren’t
helping out, and that breaks my heart.
Do you think that compared to prior generations, today, fewer
adult children are actively engaged in tending to their elderly
parents’ needs?
Yes, in my experience that is true. I’ll ask, do you have kids, “Oh, well,
they’re busy…” A lot of times, some of the folks go out of their way to
meet with me. I have an office in Mt. Prospect, and they will come all
the way out there to see me. Everything I do for the PAA seniors is
gratis. I have found that by doing “good”, it is just as the Lord says, “if
you give, you receive ten times more.” Ironically, volunteering has
been the best advertising for my business! (Laughs)
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Stanley Nowak

"There’s
a forgotten
segment of
Polonia; our
seniors. There are
many stories
where they’re
alone. some women
want me to come
by just to look at
their mail, and I do
that... and it’s
heartbreaking
because they have
no one here."

Do you recommend more people volunteer?
Yes, because I’ll have someone that comes in and they say, “Oh, I heard you
helped out my…ciocia or wujek, or babcia,” and they come in and do
business because I have credibility. I’m trying to do the right thing, so it’s
been rewarding not only spiritually and emotionally, but also from a
business perspective.
Are there any stories that have inspired you?
There’s a forgotten segment of Polonia; it’s our seniors. There are many
stories of people who are all alone. Some women want me to come by just
to look at their mail and I do that.. and it’s heartbreaking because they have
no one here. Too numerous to count.. it’s shocking. I have my insurance
agency, and when I schedule client appointments, I’ll often call a senior and
say, “You know what, I will be in your neighborhood later. I’ll stop by.” And
they’re very grateful. Usually I make it very quick, because I’m running, but
they appreciate that I’m making a house call like doctors used to do.
I think a lot about this forgotten population. I enjoy paying attention to them
and just talking to them. I have a lot of elderly women come in and visit me
every week! (Laughs) They’ll bring their piece of mail “O, co to jest?” “O, to
nic.” And they’re just happy there’s someone there to talk to and provide
some form of guidance. And I always deal directly with them, with a smile,
and I always try to be compassionate even when sometimes, I’m not in the
mood (laughs). I think the biggest revelation for me was how great the need,
and that we all we need to help more. I wish I could volunteer more time. It’s
just good serving a community that is often overlooked and underserved.

"It’s just good serving a
community that is often
overlooked and underserved."
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at the
PAA
Job Placement
Job seekers who are Cook County residents are welcome to
visit the employment services at the Polish American
Association and enroll in job placement assistance
programs. In addition to obtaining assistance in finding
jobs, individuals interested in pursuing new careers may be
eligible to apply for funding for vocational trainings.
In order to register, a person needs to bring the following
documents:
-Proof of address (must be a Chicago or Cook County
resident),
-Social Security card, proof of US citizenship or legal alien
status,
-Proof of Income for the last 6 months.
-Men born after December 31, 1959, need to bring a proof
of Selective Service registration.
For more information about PAA’s employment services
please call Ewelina at 773 481-5412.

WIOA Job Placement
Individuals interested in enrolling in WIOA job placement
assistance program should attend the program
orientation.
Orientations are held every Tuesday at 11am in Polish and
1pm in English; and on the second and fourth Monday of
the month at 6pm in Polish and 7pm in English.
For more information please call Magda at 773 481-5423 or
Barbara at 773 481-5413.
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at the
PAA
Computer Classes
Registration for paid computer classes will start in July/August.
The following classes will be offered in August and September:
· Introduction to QuickBooks 8/25/18-10/6/18, Saturday 12-4pm
· Basic Computer Literacy 9/29/18-12/22/18 Saturday 5pm- 8:15pm
For more information please call Bianka at 773 481-5418.

Resource Room
In July and August the Resource Room will be open only
on Thursdays from 9am to 5pm.
The regular schedule (Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays
9am-5pm) will resume in September.
The Resource Room is open to walk-ins and is free of
charge.
For more information please call Barbara at 773 481-5422..
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TELL ME, AND
I FORGET.
TEACH ME, AND I
MAY REMEMBER.
INVOLVE ME,
AND I LEARN.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

BECOME AN INTERN OF THE PAA
www.polish.org/internships

M E M B E R S
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR

BUSINESS AND CORPORATE
MEMBERS
We could not do the work we do without
your continued engagement,
encouragement and support!
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BUSINESS MEMBER
NorthShore Home Care

is a luxury home

care service provider that offers trustworthy,
reliable, and customizable care to patients
in need.

Interested in membership?
Visit us online:
www.polish.org/membership
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COMMUNITY
PARTNERS
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
We could not do the work we do without
your continued engagement,
encouragement and support!

SHIELD is an independent Insurance agency serving the greater
Chicagoland area. SHIELD focuses on life, health, disability, Medicare, and
wealth planning insurance solutions for individuals and families, and group
insurance benefit plans for small businesses.

COMMUNITY PARTNER
The

Polish Film Festival in America

(PFFA) is

organized by the Society for Art's, with an objective
to promote European arts and film in the United
States. It is the most extensive annual showcase of
Polish cinema outside of Poland.

Interested in membership?
Visit us online:
www.polish.org/membership
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